
DIVINE AND MORTAL

A concert in celebration of long days and short nights

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sacred texts and songs inspired by faith form the first half of our concert, and we start tonight’s programme with a seventeenth century mass by Antonio Lotti. This unusual three-part, a cappella work is filled with beautiful suspensions and soaring phrases. Woven in between the movements of the mass, are early sacred songs from Germany, England, and France.

Antonio Lotti (1667 - 1740)

Mass in A
Kyrie I and Kyrie II
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Hildegard of Bingen
Favus Distillans

O Successores

Caritas Abundat
Hildegard was a German medieval abbess who devoted her life to many causes, spanning all walks of life from the sciences to the arts. Her many accomplishments are truly impressive and astonishing for a woman living in the twelfth century. All the pieces included in our programme are taken from a collection of her works known as “ ‘The symphony of the harmony of celestial revelations’ which in its poetry, melody and song-form, is utterly unique” [Wishart 1998]. It is possible that at the time when Hildegard was writing, performances of her music may have included a musical instrument similar to today’s hurdy-gurdy. When sung a cappella, as we shall do in this performance, a natural, more intimate mood is created.
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Antonio Lotti

Gloria
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Hildegard of Bingen

O Orzchis Ecclesia

Unde Quocumque
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Antonio Lotti

Credo
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Mater Christie Nobilis (Anon. English, 14th century)

Alleluia (Montpellier Codex. French, 14th century)
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Antonio Lotti

Sanctus and Agnus Dei 

INTERVAL

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
In the second half of the concert we turn to nature, love, and seasonal texts with a selection of secular songs. The canonic Holst pieces are followed by a number of folk songs from the British Isles, whose stories tell of very human emotions, ranging from joy to despair. To end we have a small group of madrigals from England.

Gustav Holst

Round from ‘The Perfect Fool’

If you Love Songs

Lovely Venus

The Fields of Sorrow
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Through Bushes and Through Briers (Trad. Essex)

Bonny at Morn (Trad. Northumberland, arr. Bleach & Couper)

Early in the Spring (Arr. Vaughan Williams)

She Moved Through the Fair (Trad. Ireland, arr. Couper)

I Loved a Lass (Anon. 17th Century Aire)

The Blacksmith (Trad. Herefordshire)

The Shooting of His Dear (Trad. Norfolk)

Lewis Bridal Song (Peter MacLeod, words by Hugh S. Robertson)

Sumer Is Icumen In (Anon. England)
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William Cornish

Ah Robin

Thomas Campian

If Love Loved Truth

Thomas Weelkes

Though my Carriage be but Careless

John Wilbye

Seeke Sweet Content
















































































